
GRASPING 
GOD’S WORD

How to Read the 
Book: Paragraphs



1. General and Specific



1. General and Specific

• Galatians 5:16, “But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the 
desires of the flesh”



1. General and Specific

• Galatians 5:16, “But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the 
desires of the flesh”

• Galatians 5:19-21a, “Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual 
immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits 
of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and 
things like these.”



1. General and Specific

• Galatians 5:16, “But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the 
desires of the flesh”

• Galatians 5:19-21a, “Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual 
immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits 
of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and 
things like these.”

• Galatians 5:22-23, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control”
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• Galatians 5:16, “But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the 
desires of the flesh”

• Galatians 5:19-21a, “Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual 
immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits 
of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and 
things like these.”

• Galatians 5:22-23, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control”

• 1 Corinthians 13:13, “So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but 
the greatest of these is love.”
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forgive sins but God alone?”

• Mark 2:16 - “And the scribes of the Pharisees, when they saw that he was 
eating with sinners and tax collectors, said to his disciples, “Why does he eat 
with tax collectors and sinners?”

• Mark 2:18 - “Now John's disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. And people 
came and said to him, “Why do John's disciples and the disciples of the 
Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast?”

• Mark 2:24 - “And the Pharisees were saying to him, “Look, why are they 
doing what is not lawful on the Sabbath?”
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2. Questions and Answers

• Mark 2:10-11 - “But that you may know that the Son of Man has 
authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the paralytic— “I say to 
you, rise, pick up your bed, and go home.”

• Mark 2:17b - “And when Jesus heard it, he said to them, “Those 
who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I 
came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”

• Mark 2:19 - “And Jesus said to them, “Can the wedding guests fast 
while the bridegroom is with them? As long as they have the 
bridegroom with them, they cannot fast.”



2. Questions and Answers

• Mark 2:25,28 - “And he said to them, “Have you never read what 
David did, when he was in need and was hungry, he and those who 
were with him:” “So the Son of Man is lord even of the Sabbath.”



3. Dialogue
i. Who are the participants?
ii. Who is speaking to whom?
iii. What is the setting?
iv. Are others around?
v. Are they listening?
vi. Are they participating?
vii. Is this an argument, a discussion, a lecture, conversation?
viii. What is the point of the dialogue?
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4. Purpose/Results Statements

• Psalm 119:11 - “I have stored up your word in my heart,
that I might not sin against you.”

• John 3:16 - “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”

• Ephesians 2:10 - “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we 
should walk in them.”
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5. Means (by which something is accomplished)

• Psalm 119:9 - “How can a young man keep his way pure?
By guarding it according to your word.”

• Romans 8:13 - “For if you live according to the flesh you will die, 
but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will 
live.”
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• 1 John 1:6 - “If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in 
darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.”
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• Ephesians 5:1-2 - “Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved 
children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, 
a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.”
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• Galatians 4:12-16 - “Brothers, I entreat you, become as I am, for I also 

have become as you are. You did me no wrong. You know it 

was because of a bodily ailment that I preached the gospel to you at first, 

and though my condition was a trial to you, you did not scorn or despise 

me, but received me as an angel of God, as Christ Jesus. What then has 

become of your blessedness? For I testify to you that, if possible, you 

would have gouged out your eyes and given them to me. Have I then 

become your enemy by telling you the truth?”
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9. Tone

• Colossians 3:1-4 - “If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the 
things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set 
your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on 
earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When 
Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.”

• Galatians 3:1-4 - “O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was 
before your eyes that Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified. Let me 
ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of the law or 
by hearing with faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are 
you now being perfected by the flesh? Did you suffer so many things in 
vain—if indeed it was in vain?”
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