
Old Testament - Narrative
Using Narrative to Communicate 

Theological Truth
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2. Narratives pull us into the action of the story.

3. Narratives usually depict real life and are thus easy to 
relate to. We find ourselves asking what we would 
have done in that situation.

4. Narratives can portray the ambiguities and 
complexities of life.
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5. Narratives are easy to remember.

6. God can include himself as one of the characters in 
the narrative. Thus, he can teach us about himself by 
what he says and does in specific contexts.

7. Narratives are holistic; we see characters struggle, but 
we also often see resolution of their struggles. We see 
the entire character.

8. Narratives relate short incidents and events to a 
bigger overall story.
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1. The meaning of the narrative can be subtle or 
ambiguous and not clearly stated; the casual reader 
may miss it altogether.

2. The reader may get enthralled with the narrative as a 
story and miss its meaning.

3. The reader may assume that since the literature is 
narrative, it deals only with history and not theology.

4. The reader may read too much theology into the 
narrative (allegorizing).
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4. Characters
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Literary Features of Narrative

5. Viewpoint of the Narrator

6. Comparison/Contrast

7. Irony



Final Questions

• Understand the story in the context of the Bible. What 
did this mean to the biblical audience?



Final Questions

• Understand the story in the context of the Bible. What 
did this mean to the biblical audience?

• What are the differences between the biblical audience 
and us?



Final Questions

• Understand the story in the context of the Bible. What 
did this mean to the biblical audience?

• What are the differences between the biblical audience 
and us?

• What is the theological principle in the text?



Final Questions

• Understand the story in the context of the Bible. What 
did this mean to the biblical audience?

• What are the differences between the biblical audience 
and us?

• What is the theological principle in the text?

• Does the New Testament modify a principle from the 
Old?



Final Questions

• Understand the story in the context of the Bible. What 
did this mean to the biblical audience?

• What are the differences between the biblical audience 
and us?

• What is the theological principle in the text?

• Does the New Testament modify a principle from the 
Old?

• How do we as Christians live out these principles?
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