
sermon notes

WHAT’S HAPPENING:FIRST TIME HERE?
Let us know by filling out the connect card in the pew 
racks and placing it in the offering plate during the 
service.  Check out fbctlh.org/new for more info about 
getting to know us.

JOIN A GROUP
Sunday Morning Bible Study (SMBS) meets for all ages 
and stages of life each week at 10:00am. Ask a greeter 
for more information about finding the class that’s right 
for you. fbctlh.org/study

WEDNESDAYS AT FBCTLH
We have something for everyone each week!  Begin-
ning with our fellowship meal for the whole family, and 
continuing with childcare and children’s music &  
missions, youth choir and Bible study, adult Bible study 
with Dr. Shiell, and young adult Bible study. 
fbctlh.org/Wednesday

BECOME A MEMBER
Are you interested in being part of our church family? 
Be sure and join us for our next First Step–October 18 
at 10:15am in the welcome center. You will learn more 
about what it means to be a member here and how to 
become more involved. 
HOW TO JOIN FBCTLH:
Baptism – Candidates make a public profession of faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ through baptism by immersion in water. 

Transfer of Letter – Candidates join the church on promise of a 
letter from their previous church of like faith and order.

Statement of Faith – Candidates provide a statement of satisfactory 
evidence of Christian character and former affiliation with a church 
of like faith and order, in the event of failure to produce a letter of 
transfer.  Statement of faith should be submitted to the pastor.

Associate Membership – Candidates may present themselves for 
associate membership upon their public profession of faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Associate members shall have the same rights 
and privileges as members, except that associate members may not 
vote, serve as deacons, serve as committee chairpersons, or serve 
as members of the nominating committee.

fbctlh.org/sermons for resources and more info

2 Corinthians 5:14-21
Today, we focus on our beliefs about ourselves. We are people 
who have enmity with God and others. Through Jesus, he has 
offered us peace. Welcome to worship.

RECONCILIATION DIPLOMATS

NOTES:

1. God’s new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17)
God owns the world and sends his perfect Son to
“become sin” (5:21)
Without Jesus, we would be eternally separated
from God (5:14-15)
God’s new creation has already begun, and God
wants to recreate you (5:17)

2. God reconciles himself to us
Reconciliation- making peace between two
opposing forces and restoring the relationship
that had been broken

3. Examine and make peace with ourselves (5:20; 1
Corinthians 11:27-29)
We spend some time in the “belly of the fish”
(Jonah)
Admit and name who we are and what we’ve
done
Confess that we’ll always struggle
Recognize that we continually need God’s help
Forgive what God has already made peace with

4. Become a Reconciliation Diplomat (5:19-20)
See the world as God sees it—the place and
people he wants to recreate
Our ministry is now to be reconciled to others
and to share this ministry with others

DIVORCECARE
Help spread the word!  Someone you know may be hurting…
make sure they know about DivorceCare, a weekly seminar
and support group for people who are separated or divorced.  
It incorporates the use of a facilitator, videos, discussion, and 
a workbook.  Anyone may join the group at any time during 
the 12 weeks. We meet Wednesdays in Adams 315 from 
6:00-7:30PM.  Contact Lindsey (lindsey@fbctlh.org) for more 
information.

GRIEFSHARE
Help and encouragement after the death of a spouse, child, 
family member, or friend. This is a thirteen week series that 
incorporates the use of a facilitator, video, discussion and 
a workbook. Join us TODAY from 3:00-4:30PM for our Fall 
series. Contact Lindsey (lindsey@fbctlh.org) for more 
information.

RECEPTION FOR RHONDA SMITH
You are cordially invited to a reception in honor of Rhonda 
Smith and her 18 years of service as Minister to the Children 
of First Baptist Church. The festivities will take place on Sun-
day, September 27 in two stages. The first part of the recep-
tion will begin at 11:00am as SMBS is ending. Those who 
have attended traditional worship and Sunday School are 
encouraged to greet “Miss” Rhonda and enjoy the celebration 
at this time. We’ll pause for a bit, then continue with the party 
at around 12:15 as the congregation exits the contemporary 
service. This event will be very child-friendly (of course!) and 
might even bring out the child in you! Don’t miss this opportu-
nity to celebrate and give thanks for Rhonda’s faithful ministry 
to our children as we also look forward to exciting days ahead 
with her in the new role of Minister of Pastoral Community.

COLLEGE STUDENTS
Join us for some community building events over the next 
several Fridays. Get to know some new friends in the College 
Ministry & make some fun memories! 

9/25: Sportsfest at Tom Brown Park (a conglomeration of 
games will be played & then we’ll head to dinner afterwards)

We hope you will join us for these exciting events! 
For more information, contact Zach Allen (zach@fbctlh.org).




