
sermon notes

WHAT’S HAPPENING:FIRST TIME HERE?
Let us know by filling out the connect card in the pew 
racks and placing it in the offering plate during the 
service. Check out fbctlh.org/new for more info about 
getting to know us.

JOIN A GROUP
Sunday Morning Bible Study (SMBS) meets for all ages 
and stages of life each week at 10:00AM. Ask a greeter 
for more information about finding the class that’s right 
for you. fbctlh.org/study

WEDNESDAYS AT FBCTLH
We have something for everyone each week! Beginning 
with our fellowship meal for the whole family, and 
continuing with childcare and children’s music &  
missions, youth choir and Bible study, adult Bible study 
with Dr. Shiell, and young adult Bible study. 
fbctlh.org/Wednesday

BECOME A MEMBER
Are you interested in being part of our church family? 
Be sure and join us for our next First Step, December 
20th at 10:15AM in the Welcome Center. You will learn 
more about what it means to be a member here and 
how to become more involved. 
HOW TO JOIN FBCTLH:
Baptism – Candidates make a public profession of faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ through baptism by immersion in water. 

Transfer of Letter – Candidates join the church on promise of a 
letter from their previous church of like faith and order.

Statement of Faith – Candidates provide a statement of satisfactory 
evidence of Christian character and former affiliation with a church 
of like faith and order, in the event of failure to produce a letter of 
transfer. Statement of faith should be submitted to the pastor.

Associate Membership – Candidates may present themselves for 
associate membership upon their public profession of faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Associate members shall have the same rights 
and privileges as members, except that associate members may not 
vote, serve as deacons, serve as committee chairpersons, or serve 
as members of the nominating committee.

fbctlh.org/sermons for resources and more info

The flowers in the sanctuary are given in honor of the 60th 
wedding anniversary of Luther and Betty Rogers on December 
22 with love by their children, Lance, Melba and Doug.

FIRST STEP
Today at 10:15AM in the Welcome Center come meet our pastor, 
Dr. Bill Shiell, and discuss what it means to be a member at First 
Baptist. This informal gathering of guests and new members will 
give you a chance to discover ways to connect at FBCTLH. If you’ve 
been a regular but have not taken that first step of membership, this 
is your opportunity to do so!

FAMILY CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
Christmas fun for the whole family – children will play Christmas 
songs, participate in a spontaneous nativity, and experience the true 
meaning of Christmas time at 4:00PM.

CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
Come home for Christmas Eve. Carols and candlelight frame this 
service of joy as we gather around the manger, homeless no more 
at 6:00PM.

NO SMBS ON SUNDAY, DEC. 27TH
We will have a combined service at 10:30AM. The 8:00AM SMBS 
will still meet.

NO FELLOWSHIP MEAL
Due to the Christmas holiday, there will be no Fellowship Meal on 
Wednesday, December 23.

The rosebud in the Sanctuary today is in honor of the birth of 
Ansley Palmer Crane on December 12.
Proud parents are Jeffrey & Sarah Crane. Grandparents are 
Tom & Denise Perrin.

Luke 1:67-80
Like the sunrise breaking over the horizon, Jesus’ light shines 
from the manger to guide us home. Welcome to Worship!

A MERCIFUL PERFORMANCE

NOTES:

The Darkness of Sin’s Cave (vs. 79)
 Jesus’s manger is in the shadow of death
              
God’s SONrise of Mercy- (vs. 78)                  
• God is “moved in the intestines”
• Mercy – Clemency for those who deserve   

punishment and the empowerment to transform life.
• Mercy moves God to action
1. Redeems the captives (68)
2. Saves us from enemies and haters (71)
3. Performs mercy (72)
4. Remembers his vow (72)
5. Rescues and empowers us (74)
6. Informs us of salvation (77)
7. Forgives us (77)
 
In Advent, the home for Christmas rises like the sun.
 
Arise! Shine!
• “Prepare the Way for Him”
• Perform Mercy- our way of moving people from 

darkness to light. By living holy and righteous lives, 
we perform mercy.

• Choose the dawn (not the darkness)




