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A VISION FOR FBCTLH

Thank you so much for your continued prayers and participation in our vision process. As I shared with you 
in January, the church appointed an 18-member strategic planning team. Over 250 people have offered their 
feedback during the congregational listening and vision sessions, from college students to senior adults. We 
have received survey results from our SMBS, deacons, staff, committee, and Life Group leaders. We have 
received great feedback from community leaders, nonprofits, and Baptist agencies. We continue to receive 
great suggestions and feedback along the way, but I’m grateful that we’ve heard from every demographic, 
stage, and age of life. Our committee has now met three times and has had one day-long planning retreat to 
review the data we’ve collected and discern where we are as a church.
 
This Sunday, you’ll have a chance to hear from Dr. James Furr. He’s the President of Houston Graduate 
School of Theology and the consultant for our process. He’s the author of Leading Congregational Change 
and an expert on how churches like ours discern God’s call for the next 3-5 years. He’ll be preaching on  
another eyewitness: the man Jesus healed at the pool of Bethesda in John 5. You don’t want to miss it.
 
I am so inspired by your ideas and suggestions. We have received so many great responses from all corners 
of our church. You love First Baptist, and you love Tallahassee. Your feedback energizes me and gives me 
great hope for God’s work here. At this point, we have narrowed the focus of our work to a 3-5 year vision. 
Instead of looking 20 years down the road, we felt it best to address measurable goals and strategies to help 
us proclaim the gospel sooner rather than later. This means, of course, our report will not be to capture every-
thing you’ve suggested. Some things will have to wait because, as you know, we can’t do it all right now. The 
good news is that we will be able to address the most vital things at the heart of our mission in this season. 
We’ll be meeting with deacons and staff in the month of April to share what we’ve discovered thus far. I’ll be 
reporting to the church in the April 29 business meeting.
 
How can you help? Like the church in Corinth in Acts 18, I encourage you to pray. The Lord appeared to Paul 
in a vision and said, “Don’t be afraid. I have many people in that city.” You are those people. Pray for the  
Aquila, Priscilla, Paul, Barnabas, Saul, and Timothy figures on this committee. We have many suggestions 
and are now processing this information. A narrow vision, however, does not mean an easy one. Pray for us 
to be challenged to do God’s work in this place to glorify Christ. Continue to take notes in your Kairos journal 
where God is interrupting you. Reflect on the work Christ is doing in your life throughout this season of Lent. 
Prepare your heart for God’s vision for our church. When God called people to be the church, each person 
took part in the vision. They saw the work of Christ as an eyewitness and carried that vision of Jesus’ work into 
their world. Pay attention to Jesus this season, and follow Him.  



CALENDAR
SUNDAY, MARCH 15
8:00AM Median Adult III Bible Study, Parlor
9:00AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
10:00AM Churchwide Bible Study Options
11:15AM Contemporary Worship, Sanctuary
3:00PM GriefShare, Adams 301

MONDAY, MARCH 16
9:30AM Homebound Visitation, Connect Center
10:30AM First Joy Choir Rehearsal, Chason 2201

TUESDAY, MARCH 17
6:00PM Childcare for Internationals, Duval 1st Floor
6:30PM Internationals English Classes, Chason 2201

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18
9:30AM Women’s Bible Study, Gardner Home
11:00AM Senior Ladies’ Bible Study, Large Meeting Room
4:45PM Fellowship Meal, Fellowship Hall
6:00PM Childcare, Duval 1st Floor
6:00PM Adult Prayer and Bible Study, Fellowship Hall
6:00PM DivorceCare, Adams 315
6:00PM Moms Connect, Adams Basement
6:00PM Women’s Bible Study, Adams 301
7:00PM Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal, Chason 2201
7:00PM Chamber Players Rehearsal, Adams 200
7:15PM Praise Team Rehearsal, Sanctuary 
7:15PM Young Adults Veritas, Adams 317

THURSDAY, MARCH 19

FRIDAY, MARCH 20

SATURDAY, MARCH 21
8:00AM Helping Hands, Welcome Center

THIS WEEK

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
ATTENTION: All 3rd-5th graders - Sail the wide world of 
Tallahassee with Miss Rhonda on an unforgettable adventure 
from March 15 through 17.  You will learn to Go F.I.S.H - have 
Fun In Serving Him - as you enjoy helping others and learn 
more about God’s word.  Please register with our Children’s 
Ministry office (rhonda@fbctlh.org or x501).  

CHURCH WORK DAY
Please mark your calendars for Saturday, March 21, for our 
“Helping Hands” work day around FBCTLH.  We will need 
many hands to help clean up our campus and facilities so 
that we can be good stewards of our resources!  There is 
something for everyone to do, from gardening/yard work to 
dusting to painting.  We will begin at 8:00AM (with coffee!) 
and work until 12:00PM.  See you there!

BOSTON MISSION TRIP REPORT
Zach Allen and our college students will be sharing a report 
on their spring break mission trip to Boston during Adult Bible 
Study this Wednesday, March 18.  Please join us in the  
sanctuary at 6:00PM!

COLLEGE MINISTRY FUNDRAISER
FBCTLH’s famous Boston Butts will be sold beginning THIS 
SUNDAY, March 15, through Sunday, March 29.  For $35 
you can help support our college ministry’s spring break 
and summer trips to Boston.  The delicious smoked pork 
shoulders can be ordered on Sundays in the welcome center 
(9:45-10:15AM and 12:15-12:30PM) and on Wednesday 
evenings in the fellowship hall (4:45-6:00PM).  They can be 
picked up on Thursday, April 2 in the FBCTLH parking lot, 
next to Park Avenue, from 3:30-6:00PM.  Thank you for your 
support!

SPRING BREAK
We wish all of our children and 

youth a happy and safe spring break 
week!  Regular activities will not 
meet this Wednesday, but we will 

see you Wednesday, March 25.



If you would like to place one or more lilies in our sanctuary this Easter season in memory or 
in honor of a loved one, the cost is $11 per plant.  Please return this form with your payment to 
the front desk. Contact Lenoir (x201 or lenoir@fbctlh.org) for more information.

I would like _______ (number) plants: 
In memory of _______________________________________________________________________
In honor of _________________________________________________________________________
Your Name (giving the poinsettias) ___________________________________________________
Your Phone Number ________________________________________________________________

Check out the fbctlh.org/Serve page for more ways to get involved now in serving in and through FBCTLH.

COMING SOON

EASTER 2015
Jesus was under surveillance during the last week of his life.  So many people watched, but few followed.  Each one was 
an eyewitness to Jesus’ last hours, but few obeyed him.  According to Mark 14-16, eyewitnesses had four reactions to 
Jesus: watch, oppose, flee, or follow.  What will your response be?  Join us on Sundays at 9:00 or 11:15AM as we  
worship together.  Invite your friends to join us for Easter Sunday!  Check out fbctlh.org/Easter for more information.

Remember - Good Friday, April 3 // Spend some time remembering what Jesus Christ did for you on this day.  Our 
sanctuary is open from 11:00AM until 5:00PM, and all are welcome to drop in and stay as long as you need for a 
time of personal reflection.  We will provide a printed guide containing scripture, devotions, and prayer.  You will also 
have the opportunity to take the Lord’s Supper.

Last Words from the Cross - Good Friday, April 3 // Last words are very significant.  Jesus spoke seven times from 
the cross; each “word” bears a vital message for His followers.  This Good Friday, we will meditate together on 
Christ’s words through scripture, reflection, and song.  Invite your friends and join us at 7:00PM in the sanctuary.

Family Easter Celebration - Saturday, April 4 // Each year on the Saturday before Easter Sunday, we encourage  
families to consider the true meaning of Easter in a fun environment with a variety of crafts, games, and activities.  
We will meet from 10:30AM until 12:00PM in the CLC Gym.

SPRINGTIME TALLAHASSEE VOLUNTEERS
Mark your calendars for Springtime Tallahassee - Saturday, March 28.  We hope you will join us downtown and welcome 
guests to FBCTLH as we kick off Holy Week!  Sign up to volunteer at fbctlh.org/serve.

JOURNEYS OF PAUL
Dr. Shiell is planning a “Journeys of Paul” pilgrimage for late April 2016.  An interest and informational meeting will be 
Wednesday, March 25, from 7:15 until 8:00PM in the Adams Chapel.  This trip is open to anyone and will include a Bible 
study of many of Paul’s epistles as well as travel to several of the cities where the apostle Paul visited and the island of 
Patmos.  For more information, contact Amy Parks (amy@fbctlh.org).
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SERVICE RECORDINGS
fbctlh.org/sermons

Our Traditional Worship service is  
broadcast on Comcast Channel 21 at  

11:00AM each Sunday.  
Contact x215 or lee@fbctlh.org with questions.

If you are homebound and would like to be 
on our mailing list to receive a free DVD of our 
worship services each week, please contact 
x201 or lenoir@fbctlh.org. All other requests 
are $5, and can be made at the front desk  

or online at fbctlh.org/contact.

FELLOWSHIP MEAL
March 18 - Taco salad bar with all the 
trimmings

DEACON SCHEDULE
Deacon of the Day – Jim Cooke

Deacons of the Week
•   9AM Phil Cooper
• 10AM Chip Beal
• 11AM Jim Chorey

SECURITY SCHEDULE
Sunday, March 8
• 8AM Ben Hart
• 10AM Brent Daniel
• 11AM Eric Palm

Wednesday, March 11
• 6PM Jim English

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP     9:00AM
BIBLE STUDY     10:00AM
CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP  11:15AM

Special Guest 
Speaker:

Dr. James Furr


